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17 innings: Spartans 6, Great Danes 5
Photo: Vernon McKnight / Spartan Daily
Spartan basketball fans stormed SJSU’s Matt Ballard and Wil Carter on the court after the Spartans defeated the New Mexico State Aggies 72-70 in overtime.
OPINION, PAGE 7
Saving what is left of me
Seek help in times of need
see SPORTS page 5
A&E, PAGE 8
VooDoo Lounge takes a bow 
after 11-year run
Longtime Downtown San Jose music 
club closes its doors
MULTIMEDIA
Go to spartandaily.com to 
watch an online exclusive 
multimedia piece: 
SJSU’s Squirrel Whisperer
Dealing 
with 
depression
FEATURE 
Francisco Rendon
Staff Writer
A thought startled Trudi Clifton-Vizvary awake. She shot upright in 
bed, caught in a moment of realization and 
repeated the words: “They’re hungry.”
Several days previously, the Listening Post 
coordinator was sitting at her mental health 
table on campus when a student she knew 
came up to her and began a conversation. 
During their conversation, the student told 
her he was coming to school hungry every 
day.
Several days later in the middle of the 
night, Clifton-Vizvary realized that many of 
the thousands of students who she watched 
walk by her table every day were not eating 
enough food. 
When she asked one of the student listen-
ers for the Listening Post, they told her the 
joke going around the school was one could 
either pay for tuition or pay for food.
While humorous on the surface, Clifton-
Vizvary realized this was a situation that for 
some students was very real.
“One student came and asked for (all the 
food) we had out on the table,” she said. “An-
other said he and his friends were drinking 
water to deal with hunger pains.”
Spurred by her realization, she dug further 
into research on student hunger, and found a 
study of 10,000 students from UC Davis 
reporting that a large portion of the students 
were not receiving adequate nourishment.
She began communicating with Marjorie 
Freedman of the nutrition department and 
Jason Laker, vice-president of student affairs, 
and gradually awareness rose through the 
administration that this was a real problem 
facing students. 
“Now the people who are in a position to come 
up with solutions are working on it,” she said.
see FEATURES page 4
SJSU wins in OT 72-70
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The moment that many 
writers might wait for all 
their lives will become a real-
ity for author Jasmin Darznik 
on Sunday.
Darznik, author of the 
“The Good Daughter: A 
Memoir of My Mother’s Hid-
den Life,” will join the ranks 
of writers on the New York 
Times Best Seller list.
A former SJSU Steinbeck 
Fellow, she started working 
on her memoir when she was 
at the center and returned to 
the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Library on Wednesday to 
participate in a reading of her 
memoir.
“When we heard that she 
would be putting out a mem-
oir about her mother’s life in 
Iran, we knew we wanted to 
have her on the schedule,” 
said Andrew Altschul, assis-
tant professor of English and 
comparative literature and di-
rector of the Center for Liter-
ary Arts.
Darznik read pieces from 
her memoir about her mother 
and her at the event put on by 
the Center for Literary Arts 
and co-sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Steinbeck Studies, Ira-
nian American Studies Initia-
tive and Student Association 
for Middle Eastern Studies
 The reading was Raana 
Shahbazian’s fi rst time at-
tending an event put on by 
the Center for Literary Arts.
 “I am an Iranian-Ameri-
can, and I know that Jasmin 
was born in Iran.” said Shah-
bazian, a junior liberal arts 
major. “I just wanted to see 
what she had to say about her 
book.”
The reading began with the 
prologue of Darznik’s memoir, 
which goes into detail about 
her fi nding a photograph of 
her mother with a man Dar-
znik did not recognize.
It was through the story 
of her mother’s past that Dar-
znik began to learn about her 
mother’s marriage and divorce 
at a young age, and the sister 
that she never knew she had.
 Darznik discussed how 
diffi cult it was for her mother 
to have her story told in the 
memoir.
“It is really diffi cult for 
her,” Darznik said. “She hasn’t 
told even her best friends 
about this part of her life 
— she is still ambivalent. To 
have it be so public is painful 
to her still, but she is a brave 
woman and has been very 
generous and I am very grate-
ful for those things.”
As Darznik read a passage 
about her mother’s wedding 
at age 13, the room went si-
lent and some members of the 
audience began to tear up.
Darznik also read passages 
about her family’s arrival in 
America, which included de-
tails about traveling through 
the country and looking for 
Hollywood, but getting lost 
on the way and going to Uni-
versal Studios and eventually 
ending up in San Francisco.
“I thought she was really 
interesting and had a great 
personality,” said senior soci-
ology major Bronika Nidey. 
“She explained things really 
well when people asked ques-
tions. I didn’t zone out or 
anything the whole time.”
When it came to deciding 
what sections to read, Dar-
znik said she likes to pick a 
section that focuses on her 
mother and one section that 
focuses on her.
The reading concluded 
with a questions and answer 
session in which Darznik 
spoke about how she dealt 
with the emotions of writing 
such a memoir, and answered 
questions about her mother 
and half-sister.
Members of the audience 
where invited to stay for a 
book signing after the read-
ing.
Darznik said she looks for-
ward to working on her next 
piece of work, a historical 
novel set in 1950s Iran.
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• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900CAMERA 7
CAMERA 12
CAMERA 3
For showtimes, advance tix and more, go to
cameracinemas.com
Best Theaters -- SJ Merc, Metro & Wave Readers
Seniors & Kids $6.75 / Students $7.50 • * = No Passes
$7 b4 6pm M-F / 4pm S-S, Holidays  •  ✔ = Final Week
◆ = Presented in Sony 4K Digital (C7 only)
      All Shows Before 12 noon Now Only $5.00
• 41 N. Santa Cruz • 395-0203LOS GATOS
• 288 S. Second, S.J. • 998-3300
• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900CAMERA 7
✔*I AM NUMBER FOUR (PG-13)
✔THE KING’S SPEECH (R)
• 201 S. 2nd St, S.J. • 998-3300CAMERA 12
*DRIVE ANGRY 3D (R)    *UNKNOWN (PG-13)
*HALL PASS (R)   *I AM NUMBER FOUR (PG-13)
✔INSIDE JOB (PG-13)  ✔*BIG MOMMAS (PG-13)
✔JUST GO WITH IT (PG-13)  ✔THE EAGLE (PG-13)
✔GNOMEO & JULIET (in 2d) (G)   ✔BIUTIFUL (R)
✔NO STRINGS ATTACHED (R)    ✔127 HOURS (R)
✔THE ROOMMATE (PG-13)   ✔KING’S SPEECH (R)
  *NORA’S WILL (NR)    THE ILLUSIONIST (PG)
✔2011 OSCAR NOMINATED SHORTS (NR)
◆*CEDAR RAPIDS (R)    ◆*UNKNOWN (PG-13)
◆GNOMEO AND JULIET in RealD 3D (G)
◆JUST GO WITH IT (PG-13)    THE FIGHTER (R)
TRUE GRIT (PG-13)    THE KING’S SPEECH (R)
LA TRAVIATA (HD Opera)--Sun 11am/Wed 7pm
Always Plenty of Free Validated Parking All Sites
DISCOUNT (10 Admits/$60) / GIFT CARDS
OPENS 3/4! THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU
RANGO BEASTLY TAKE ME HOME TONITE
Student Night @ Camera 12
$6 After 6pm Every Wednesday with ID
($7.50 Student Tix All Other Nights)
Photo: Brian O’Malley / Spartan Daily
Jasmin  Darznik read from her best-seller, The Good Daughter, to an audience of students, 
professors, and scholars on Tuesday’s book reading.
Pell Grants are part of 
the U.S. Congress’ proposed 
cuts for the 2011-2012 fi scal 
year, reducing the program 
by $5.6 billion, according to 
a New York Times article. 
The cuts are currently in 
debate in the House of Rep-
resentatives.
“I know as a student my-
self, I received assistance and 
know that I could not have 
reached my goals without 
the help,” wrote Coleetta 
McElroy, director 
of Financial Aid and 
Scholarships, in an e-
mail. “The proposed 
reduction in the Pell 
Grant program will 
negatively affect the 
most vulnerable and 
at-risk student.”
Currently, the full-
time fees for SJSU 
students is $5,475, 
according to the 
Financial Aid and 
Scholarships site. The 
2010-2011 version of the Pell 
Grant is for those whose ex-
pected family contribution 
is below $5,273. Pell Grant 
recipients are awarded be-
tween $555 and $5,550.
McElroy said her offi ce 
awarded 18,477 students 
fi nancial aid for the 2010-
2011 fi scal year. Of this, 
9,100 students received Pell 
Grants.
“Financial aid provides 
the funding to help students 
pay for higher education and 
prepare for success,” she said 
in e-mail. “Financial aid pro-
grams were created to help 
narrow the gap between 
what the family can contrib-
ute and the educational costs 
at the university.”
Pell Grants were rewarded 
to 118,272 CSU students in 
2007-2008, totaling to 34 per-
cent of the system, according 
to a California State Univer-
sity public affairs press re-
lease.
“We (the CSU) receive 
a very large number of Pell 
Grants,” said Erik Fallis, CSU 
Media Relations Specialist. 
“We are very supportive of 
Pell Grants.”
Junior philosophy major 
Russell Francis said the pro-
posed cuts are not fair.
“Education is the most im-
portant thing in our society,” 
he said.
Francis said he is thank-
ful his entire stay at San Jose 
State has been made possible 
by fi nancial aid, but he ex-
presses anger at raising fees 
for others.
“I got really lucky,” Fran-
cis said. “But the fee increases 
are bullshit.”
Fallis explained the pro-
posed state cuts to the CSU, 
which would reduce the to-
tal system’s budget by $500 
million, a total of 18 percent 
compared to this year. 
This, plus a $50 million 
increase in mandatory costs, 
such as facilities, minus the 
$250 million increase in fees 
due to raised tuition, leaves a 
giant gap.
“Though we have some 
funding restored, it’s a $400 
million hole that needs to 
be plugged,” Fallis said. “The 
budget is at ’98-99 levels with 
70,000 additional students 
systemwide.”
Senior marketing major 
Brandon Jandrew has felt no 
support from the CSU since 
he fi rst arrived at SJSU.
“I’ve never been accepted 
(for fi nancial aid),” he said. “I 
always thought I would be.”
Jandrew said his fees and 
books are paid by savings 
from his grandparents. As the 
eldest of fi ve siblings, he said 
he worries how they will pay 
for school.
“I wanted them to go to a 
state school,” Jandrew said. 
“But it’s going to be 5 grand 
(for tuition) next semester.”
Jandrew said he doubts he 
will receive fi nancial aid for 
his fi nal semester in the fall, 
so he might not apply for the 
FAFSA again this year.
“We would still suggest 
that all students and families 
should apply for fi nancial 
aid,” McElroy said in e-mail. 
“Apply early and meet the 
deadlines because funding 
is often limited — we will 
award all fi nancially eligible 
students as long as monies 
are available.”
Students with 120 units or more who have 
not applied for graduation may fi nd themselves 
blocked from registering for the Fall and follow-
ing semesters.
On Sept. 1, 2009, former SJSU President Jon 
Whitmore sent out Presidential Directive 2009-
05 Graduation and Change of Major to the 
campus community, which went into effect in 
Spring 2010.
The directive stated that “Any undergraduate 
or graduate student will be precluded from en-
rolling in any additional state-supported courses 
when that student has already met all necessary 
requirements for the degree for which that stu-
dent is matriculated.” 
 “We pull a list every June of all students who 
have 120-plus units, and those students are mes-
saged in the Fall and asked to apply for gradua-
tion,” said Cynthia Kato, director of Academic 
Advising and Retention Services.
She said there are currently about 250 students 
with more than 120 units who were sent messages 
last Fall in regards to submitting a graduation ap-
plication, and still have yet to apply. These students 
were later sent another reminder.
“When I was enrolled, I received a notifi ca-
tion through MySJSU about needing to apply 
for graduation,” said senior sociology major 
Rakine Toomes. “I’m just going to fi nish up 
through Open University, it’s an easier process.”
This past weekend, students were told they 
must submit an application by May 15 or they 
will not be allowed to register for the next se-
mester or future semesters without a graduation 
application, Kato said.
However students with 120 units or more 
may be confused as to when they need to gradu-
ate or may believe they need to apply to gradu-
ate the semester they are trying to register for.
“Our issue is not when somebody graduates,” 
Kato said. “Our issue is how many units are they 
taking beyond what’s necessary. We are not 
pushing for time, we just want an application.”
Kato said students are not required to apply 
for a specifi c graduation date.  Students are en-
couraged to meet with their major advisers to 
see where they are and how far they have to go.
In most cases students are given a year after 
they have enough units to graduate, and are 
then contacted by the school about applying for 
graduation.
“We went through this the year before and 
unfortunately for some people this was the only 
way to get their attention,” Kato said.
One issue that SJSU is experiencing is that 
other students are continuing to get behind 
when it comes to their graduation schedule be-
cause they cannot get into the classes they need. 
Students who are taking up these seats are 
later dropping these courses, causing more is-
sues and unnecessary paper work.
“I waited and waited to get into the nursing 
program and it was impacted,” said Yodit Kebede, 
a senior health science major. “I waited almost 
two years. I would have been done by now.”
Kato said SJSU now has tougher restrictions 
when it comes to late drops. Students were ask-
ing for late drops because they only registered 
for a course to meet their full-time unit status 
for fi nancial aid.
She said unnecessary senior cards are being 
fi lled out to help a graduating senior get a need-
ed class for graduation because of late drops.
 “They are taking them away from other peo-
ple who do need them to graduate,” Kato said. 
“It’s different for someone who is supposed to 
graduate this term and is registered for every 
class they need and, right now, decides they 
want to start a brand new major that is going to 
take another 45 units — that we can’t do.”
For double majors, the process depends on 
whether students are working on his or her 
degree for a while and are not taking many un-
necessary classes. Students will not be told they 
cannot register, Kato said.
Another issue is when students are nearing 
graduation and then decide to add on another 
course or minor because they are living off of 
their fi nancial aid.
 “That’s what we are trying to put a stop to,” 
Kato said. “We’re not going to play that game.”
She suggests students talk to the fi nancial 
aid offi ce and ask questions rather than assume 
their options.
The university is not focusing on students 
who recently reached 120 units, they are focus-
ing more on those who were at 120 after last 
spring. After a student reaches 150 plus units, 
the school begins to look more carefully at a stu-
dent’s transcript, Kato said.
The school is also trying to prevent students 
getting to their graduation semester and receiv-
ing a grad sheet showing they are short one class. 
They are pushing for students to get in and see 
major advisers so students can see where they 
are and eliminate this issue.
SJSU is also suggesting students fi nish one 
major, get their degree and then attend grad 
school. “You come out with more qualifi cations,” 
Kato said. “You’re more qualifi ed for higher 
paying jobs, and it has taken the same amount 
of time.” 
Whitney Ellard
Staff Writer
High-unit students may face class embargo
Mother’s secret life drives 
author’s memoir
Possible cuts in store for 
federal aid program
49.2%
of SJSU financial aid 
recipients are awarded
Pell Grants
63.5%
of full-time SJSU
students 
receive financial aid
$4,230
(‘10-’11)
296%
The base fee CSU tuition 
increase over 
the past decade
$1,428
(‘00-’01)
*Statistics calculated from SJSU Financial Aid and Scholarships, CSU website
Alex Wara
Staff Writer
Leo Postovoit
Staff Writer
When students begin their final semester at college there 
is common thought that occurs which is that it is time to 
start looking for a career in the global economy.
“I got into this field of study because I thought ‘Hey, 
we’ll always need teachers,’” said senior Spanish major Ali-
cia Meza. “With the way the economy is, I’m really con-
cerned for what kind of job I’m going to be able to get after 
I graduate.”
According to the Office of Institutional Research, there 
were 3,529 graduates in the 2009/2010 school year.
And with so many graduates stepping into the work 
force, the amount of available jobs is becoming increasingly 
smaller, according to San Jose City Hall.
The SJSU Career Center is focused on preparing students 
for finding jobs as soon as they graduate by offering help 
with finding internships, preparing resume’s and offering 
advice to students who wish to enter the work force, ac-
cording to the Career Center website.
“One of the most important things for graduating seniors 
to remember is to retain your self-compliments,” said Ca-
reer Center Director Cheryl Allmen-Vinnedge. “Know what 
things you are good at and learn how to sell those talents in 
a thing we call a one-minute commercial. Always be ready 
with your resume and a speech explaining why your are the 
right person for the job.”
According to some students, knowing what skills you 
have is becoming less of a desirable feature in the American 
job market. The best way to find a job in modern America 
is to already have someone on the inside willing to give you 
one.
“Right now I have an internship at a non-profit group 
in Campbell, and actually have an offer extended to work 
there full-time after I graduate,” said senior accounting ma-
jor Jason Liu. “I had a family friend that worked there, and 
he passed on my resume to the CFO.”
Other students, such as senior psychology major Joey 
Greco, are going back to the time-honored tradition of the 
family business to make sure they have a career after gradu-
ation.
“After I graduate, I’m doing a program for music therapy 
for children who suffer sensory and motor disorders,” he 
said. “I’m actually joining up with an occupational therapist 
in Chicago who happens to be my mother.”
The Career Center also put emphasis on the importance 
of having connections in the workforce for after gradua-
tion.
“We encourage graduates to network extensively,” All-
men-Vinnedge said. “Talk to everyone that you see. Talk to 
people standing in line at the grocery store and see where 
they work and whether or not they are looking for people.
“Talk to everyone that your know, because knowing 
someone always helps. Most importantly, remember that 
finding a job is challenging, but not impossible.”
Connections matter in job search, says career adviser
Nate Morotti
Staff Writer
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On February 24, 1999
Spartan Daily Reported that ...
THIS DAY IN HISTORY ...
• 1999 - The A.S. House, then called the Scheller House, had its name changed to Uni-
versity House, on said date, was approved for renovation.
• 1994 - The Associated Student Board of Directors voted Wednesday to place the SJSU 
Transit Access Program (TAP) on a general election ballot as a general referendum item. 
TAP would allow students to have unlimited rides on any Santa Clara County Transit 
light rail, and regular and express transit bus routes by presenting their SJSU ID card.
NEWS BRIEFS
DARNAH, Libya _ The popular uprising against Moammar Gadhafi  
expanded into an oil-rich area of western Libya long considered one of 
his strongholds, leaving the long-time leader increasingly isolated and in 
danger of encirclement as he fi ghts for survival.
The fall of Misurata, Libya’s third-largest city and located little more 
than 100 miles east of Tripoli, as well as a smaller town in the far west 
meant that the rebellion inspired by revolts in neighboring Tunisia and 
Egypt now spans nearly the length of the country.
Crowds fought loyalists in Sabratha, about 40 miles west of Tripoli. 
The opposition also claimed control of Zuwarah, about 30 miles from 
the Tunisian border in the west, after local army units sided with the 
protesters and police fl ed.
Residents of Tripoli said the government sent out text messages urg-
ing people to go back to work, insisting life was returning to normal.
But protesters reportedly also used texts to urge police, members of 
the army and others to march on Friday.
Tripoli residents hunkered down to wait out the crisis, as well a heavy 
afternoon rainstorm.
Many shops and offi ces were shuttered, and heavily armed troops pa-
trolled instead of police.
International
Compiled From
McClatchy Tribune
More cities fall to protesters in Libyan unrest
New Zealand death toll rises, more still missing
WELLINGTON, New Zealand — The confi rmed death toll from the 
Christchurch earthquake has risen to 98, New Zealand Prime Minister 
John Key said on Thursday.
Police are yet to release details of the missing, but Key said in an inter-
view on Television New Zealand that there were 226 people who police 
feared were trapped in buildings or crushed beneath debris.
It remained unclear how many of the often unidentifi ed bodies had 
been listed as missing.
Health authorities said Thursday morning that 164 people had been 
admitted to hospitals, most with serious injuries, 431 treated at the 
emergency department and up to 2,000 seen for minor injuries at medi-
cal centers around the city.
Eighty percent of Christchurch had no connection to the main water 
supply, 60 percent had no power, and sewer systems and gas supplies 
remained severely disrupted. On Wednesday, the government declared 
a national state of emergency for the fi rst time in the country’s history.
Compiled From
McClatchy Tribune
WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld Cali-
fornia’s relatively fl exible approach to handling inmates’ appeals.
In a case that arose out of a 1986 Sacramento murder, the court unan-
imously accepted California’s unusual standard for deciding when in-
mates have waited too long to challenge their convictions.
Unlike most states, California doesn’t set a specifi c deadline. “Discre-
tion enables a court to home in on case-specifi c considerations and to 
avoid the harsh results that sometimes attend consistent application of 
an unyielding rule,” Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote for the court.
By contrast, 13 states set strict one-year habeas corpus deadlines 
once convictions are fi nal. Four states set two-year deadlines. Sixteen 
states set fi xed deadlines of various lengths. Sixteen other states have no 
deadlines. The 13-page decision rejecting the appeal of convicted killer 
Charles W. Martin united the court’s liberal and conservative wings, as 
all agreed that California is reasonable in requiring only that inmates 
fi le habeas corpus petitions “as promptly as the circumstances allow.”
National
Compiled From
McClatchy Tribune
Supreme Court upholds California appeals deadline
Clifton-Vizvary, a retired social worker, 
makes every effort to provide a space where 
students can speak about their personal lives, 
problems, frustrations, aspirations or confu-
sion, without judgment, condescension or 
written record. 
“This is a safe place,” she said. “If students 
have something they need to say, they know 
where to come.”
Sunny Gill, a senior kineseology student 
who lives in his car, said there are many factors 
which can make life stressful for students.
“I believe there’s (thousands) of people 
here, there’s a lot of competition,” Gill said. 
“Expectations are high, my papers always 
come back as D’s. I deal with it. I had a paper 
due at 12 last night, (I) tried my hardest … I 
feel like I’m being punished for something.”
Gill said he often does not fi nd time to 
associate with other students on campus as 
pressures to keep up with coursework absorb 
most of his time. 
“I’m just usually to class and back,” Gill 
said. “I spend as much time as I possibly can 
studying.”
There is often a disconnect between 
administrators and students, and the Listen-
ing Post is one of the few ways that someone 
connected with administration can have any 
idea what life is really like for the students, 
Clifton-Vizvary said.
While not documenting individual’s infor-
mation, she keeps track of trends within the 
student body based on what students tell her, 
and she tries to connect school offi cials with 
this information.
“This is like the front-line,” she said. “To go 
to counseling, there is a (formal) record.”
Often, there is a stigma that manifests it-
self in many cultures to avoid seeking mental 
help, she said, which can make formal av-
enues of mental-health assistance underused. 
“Stigma is huge,” she said. “It varies de-
pending on the culture … this is one of the 
most diverse campuses.”
Derrick Daniels, a junior environmental 
studies major who has struggled with depres-
sion and at one point attempted suicide, said 
he felt it was an issue that students should be 
aware of. 
“I had that urge and I thought everybody 
feels it sometimes,” Daniels said. “Get help 
once you feel that urge … You will get better 
believe it or not.”
Daniels said he found keeping himself 
busy with things like school and work were 
actually helpful in alleviating the pain, and 
that if one just made efforts to live a normal 
life, it helped. 
“If you feel really shitty, take medication. 
If you’re at risk anyway, why not?,” he said.
Dr. Kell Fujimoto, director of counseling 
services, said counseling often faces a culture 
that is resistant to mental health. 
“It’s part of American culture that to be 
able to handle problems is a sign of strength,” 
he said. “But we all seek counseling. Even 
talking across a coffee table with friends is 
counseling.” 
Counseling services provides six free, 
complete counseling sessions per semester 
with a trained psychiatrist, as an individual or 
couple with discretion of the psychiatrist to 
extend the sessions as appropriate.
“It is ethical for us to make sure that peo-
ple receive treatment,” he said. “(The sessions) 
could be about stress, families … We’re trying 
to reduce that stigma that counseling is only 
for the psychologically disturbed.” 
Counseling services also offers academic 
counseling, as academics and mental health 
are often related, Fujimoto said. 
In light of recent events at Arizona, there 
are not clear rules on when it is appropriate 
for counselors to intervene and recommend 
higher levels of care, but that individuals who 
notice dangerous behavior in their friends 
should make it a priority to ensure that they 
receive treatment, he said. 
“If someone is disturbed by behavior, we 
want to know about it,” Fujimoto said. “Any 
statements of harm, if they want to harm 
themselves or others, that should be reported 
without a doubt.”
Faculty also play an instrumental role in 
keeping students seeking counseling, Fuji-
moto said. 
Counseling services talk to faculty during 
meetings with department chairs and deans 
and provides presentations in classrooms 
about counseling services. 
Faculty also have the ability to refer stu-
dents to counseling if they notice any reasons 
for concern in a student.
Sergeant Manuel Aguayo of the Univer-
sity Police Department said it was becoming 
clear after the shooting in Arizona there 
were many warning signs that this individual 
might become dangerous, but no one did 
anything. 
In light of this, it was extremely important 
that people communicate when they see oth-
ers who may be in need of help.
“Our main goal is to maintain a safe and 
secure learning environment,” Aguayo said. 
“Anytime we receive information that there 
might be a danger to public safety we will 
investigate and act accordingly.”
Fujimoto said there is close collaboration 
between all the different agencies on campus 
related to issues in mental health, specifi cally 
on the individual level.
Consultant Pharmacist Pam Rice, who 
operates the Student Pharmacy on campus 
said the younger age groups on campus are 
not dealing with chronic illnesses.
She said if she observes conditions that no 
one else would be in a position to observe, 
she would act in collaboration with other 
departments on campus.
“If somebody comes in, and they are on 
medication and they do not come in for a re-
fi ll … It’s very appropriate for the pharmacist 
to become involved.” 
In situations when the UPD is called in, 
they will assess the situation and, at their dis-
cretion, can call for an individual to be held 
for up to 72 hours at a mental health facility 
if the offi cers feel the person may be a danger 
to themselves or others, Aguayo said.
If there were any crimes committed UPD 
would follow procedure as they would under 
normal circumstances.
Related to mental health however, Aguayo 
said individuals should be utilizing services 
on campus so they can feel better before it 
comes to the point of involving UPD.
“It’s important students be aware that 
there is a lot of help available,” Aguayo said. 
“If there is something wrong, don’t keep it to 
yourself … If you need help, ask for it. If you 
know someone that needs help, ask for them.”
While all students face unique challenges, 
Clifton-Vizvary said common problems on 
campus were sleeplessness and added pres-
sures from a family situation.
“In the past, parents were like the founda-
tion for students. Now that is shifting. Parents 
are having trouble themselves, and that has 
a direct infl uence on students. (This) exacer-
bates normal growing up issues … Reality is 
changing dramatically for this generation.”
Clifton-Vizvary said there is a lot of col-
laboration that goes on for students’ mental 
health at SJSU, and she hopes more students 
will seek out help.
“There is a community of faculty, staff, 
and administrators on campus who care very 
much for the students,’ she said. “We all have 
mental health issues. It’s universal. They 
should know where to go.”
Thursday, February 24, 20114 FEATURES PARTAN ails D Y
Photo illustration: Brian O’Malley / Spartan Daily
Stigmas associated with mental health care can result in such aid being underused.
 Courtesy of the Listening Post
Thomas Valentine listens to SJSU student Christophe Gonzalez at the Student Union.
Counseling Services: Help is 
available for those who ask
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Ever wonder what they 
DO in those ofﬁ ces on 
the 40th ﬂ oor?
A Day in the Life of Sydney Walker
Manager, Business Tax Advisory 
Ernst & Young, LLP
MS Tax (05) and Adjunct   
Faculty Member
School of Taxation,   
Golden Gate University
A career as a tax or accounting professional may not be 
what you expected.
Be there in 12 months or less. Earn a Masters in Taxation 
or a Masters of Accountancy with Internship opportunity.
Programs start throughout the year — chat with an 
enrollment counselor now at 1-888-GGU-EDU1 or  
info@ggu.edu.
Spartans rise above 
Aggies in thriller
BASKETBALL
Students fl ooded the court Wednesday 
night after a thrilling overtime win by the 
SJSU men’s basketball team over New Mexico 
State with a fi nal score of 72-70.
Quite possibly the most thrilling moment 
of the night however is what sent the Spar-
tans into the extra period of play.
Center Matt Ballard found himself on the 
free-throw line after being fouled putting back 
a rebounded shot with 0.7 seconds left in regu-
lation and the Spartans down by one point.
The 65 percent free-throw shooter needed at 
least one to tie and send the game into overtime.
Ballard did just that.
He missed the fi rst free-throw attempt, but 
buried the second and sent the crowd into a 
frenzy heading into overtime with the score 
tied at 66.
Spartans’ head coach George Nessman said 
free throws are far from free.
“When you miss the fi rst one the second 
one is even harder,” he said. “The fi rst one was 
in the cylinder, so we felt pretty good that he 
had good rhythm and just knock the second 
one down.”
The Spartans (14-12, 4-9 WAC) outscored 
the Aggies (14-14, 8-5) 6-4 in overtime to take 
the game in front of a packed Event Center 
with millions of  other viewers watching on 
national television.
Nessman appreciated the energy the stu-
dents and fans brought to the arena.
“It was so much fun to see our students that 
engaged and that involved in our entire game,” 
he said. “I just think it does a lot for our guys.”
Fans and students in attendance also saw 
a piece of SJSU history just before half time 
when senior guard Justin Graham threw an 
assist to fellow senior guard Adrian Oliver 
as he crashed the basket for a layup, vaulting 
Graham into the position of SJSU’s all-time 
assist leader.
“It’s something I can tell my grandchil-
dren,” Graham said. “But the fi nal games of 
the season are more important than setting a 
record.”
The game was close most of the way, with 
the largest lead of game reaching 11 points in 
favor of the Spartans.
That lead was only momentarily held as 
the Aggies went on a 10-0 run to slash the 
lead to only one point with just under four 
minutes to play.
However, the Aggies’ run was halted on 
the Spartans’ next possession with a 3-point-
er by Oliver.
Oliver, the Western Athletic Conference’s 
leading scorer, was accompanied by its sec-
ond highest scorer in Aggies’ junior forward 
Troy Gillenwater.
Oliver said he knew the game showcased 
the conference’s two leading scorers and he 
wanted to prove he belonged on top.
“There was no better stage than national 
television,” he said. “I knew a lot of other 
teams were watching, and I just let them 
know that I’m the best player in this league.”
Oliver came away with a game-high 36 
points, doubling Gillenwater’s 18, who went 
0-3 from the fi eld in overtime, including a po-
tential game-winning 3-pointer in the waning 
moments.
Nessman was impressed with Gillenwa-
ter’s play, particularly his go-ahead 3-pointer 
with under a minute left in regulation.
“Gillenwater made his mark on the game,” 
he said. “How about that 3 he hit? He had to 
have been 25, 26 feet away from the basket with 
a six-foot-nine-inch player right in his grill.”
Marvin Menzies, the New Mexico State 
head coach, said he was confi dent in Gillen-
water’s open shot attempt in the fi nal mo-
ments of overtime.
“We got a wide open shot for him,” he said. 
“It just didn’t go down.”
Junior forward Wil Carter also had a big 
night for the Spartans, recording 10 points 
and 11 rebounds.
“Wil is really putting his stamp on this sea-
son right now,” Nessman said. “He’s had a big 
couple of weeks, let alone his performance to-
night, which was outstanding.”
Nessman said that overtime was nothing 
new to the Spartans.
“It was our fourth overtime game in con-
ference,” he said. “I’m not going to say we 
are used to it, but it certainly is not going to 
spook us, and we’re not going to be bothered 
by it because we’ve been there before.”
Graham said this game gave the team confi -
dence heading into the last three games of the 
Spartans’ regular season.
He fi nished the game with seven points 
and eight assists as the team’s third highest 
scorer of the game.
The Spartans’ next game is Saturday, Feb. 
26, at the Event Center against Louisiana 
Tech.
Ron Gleeson
Staff Writer
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SJSU guard Adrian Oliver elevates for a 
shot attempt against New Mexico State.
BASEBALL
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SJSU forward Wil Carter dunks over Tyrone Watson in the fi rst half of the Spartans’
 72-70 win. 
SJSU outlasts Albany in marathon affair
The longest game of head 
coach Sam Piraro’s 24-year 
tenure at SJSU showcased 
the Spartans erasing a four-
run defi cit to beat Albany 6-5 
Wednesday night in 17 in-
nings to improve to 4-0.  
SJSU starting pitcher Sean 
Martin lasted only 3 1/3 in-
nings in his season debut, 
forcing the bullpen to go 
the remaining 13 2/3 innings 
against the Great Danes.
“Sean is a lot better than 
what he showed tonight,” Pi-
raro said. “Albany’s left-hand-
ed hitters really handled him 
so I wanted to fi nd a way to 
offset that.”
Piraro turned to fresh-
man reliever D.J. Slaton after 
Drew Bradshaw entered the 
game but failed to record an 
out.
Slaton struck out both the 
batters he faced in the inning 
to keep the defi cit at four.
“D.J. kept us in the game 
both mentally and physically 
tonight,” Piraro said. 
“We weren’t scoring a 
lot of runs, so if we go 
down by six or seven at 
that point it doesn’t look 
good.”
Sophomore third 
baseman Tyler Christian 
led off the bottom of the 
fi fth with a solo home 
run to left fi eld put-
ting the Spartans on the 
board for the fi rst time.
Trailing 4-1 heading 
into the bottom of the 
seventh inning, SJSU 
rallied with a leadoff hit 
by freshman second baseman 
Jake Valdez, who was making 
his fi rst start of the year for 
the Spartans.
SJSU loaded the bases on 
sophomore Tim Quiery’s 
single before senior Danny 
Stienstra singled in a run and 
junior Anthony Bona tied the 
game at four with a two-run 
single.
SJSU fell behind again in 
the top half of the eighth but 
tied the game in the bottom 
half on Christian’s second 
home run of the night.
“I was looking for a fast-
ball,” Christian said. “Luckily, 
I got one belt-high and 
didn’t miss it.” 
The game was tied 
5-5 until the bottom of 
the 17th inning when 
SJSU started another 
rally, this time with two 
outs and no runners on 
base.
With the bases clear, 
Christian walked and 
Valdez was hit by a 
pitch.
Senior outfi elder 
Tommy Gale stepped in 
with runners at fi rst and 
second and delivered 
the game-winning hit down 
the right fi eld line to score 
Christian and give SJSU the 
6-5 victory.
“It’s all about mental 
toughness,” Gale said. “I just 
tried to stay within myself 
and not do too much. I think 
that’s why the game went so 
long because guys were trying 
too hard at the plate.”
The 17-inning game was 
Piraro’s longest game since 
becoming SJSU’s head coach 
and lasted fi ve hours and 
twenty-three minutes.
SJSU next travels to play 
UCLA on Friday to begin a 
three-game series over the 
weekend at Jackie Robinson 
Stadium in Los Angeles.
 
 
 
  
Photo: Jesse Jones / Spartan Daily
Sophomore Tyler Christian hits his second home run in the bottom of the eighth inning to 
tie the game. The Spartans went on to win 6-5 in 17 innings.
Lyell Marks
Staff Writer
“I was looking for 
a fastball. Luckily, I 
got one belt-high and 
didn’t miss it.”
Tyler Christian
Sophomore Check out Joey Akeley’s commentary 
on Adrian Oliver’s 
performance against 
New Mexico State last 
night:
spartandaily.com
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Normally, I like alien fi lms 
where they hug your face and lay 
eggs in your stomach that then 
pop out of your chest or hunt 
Austrian former California Gover-
nors for sport, but “I am Number 
Four” is a half-way decent alien 
movie as well.
“I am Number Four” is a fi lm 
based off a novel by James Frey 
and Jobie Hughes, which tells the 
story of an alien with special 
powers from the 
planet of Lorien. 
He traveled to 
Earth, along with 
nine others who also 
have special abili-
ties, to escape geno-
cide by an evil race 
known as the Moga-
dorians. 
While on Earth, 
he took up the name 
John Smith to be 
inconspicuous, but 
found it hard not to 
blend in with the 
locals as he tried to 
live a normal life 
while being hunted 
like an animal.
I went into this 
movie with pretty 
low expectations be-
cause it seemed like a science fi ction 
version of “Twilight.”
I gave it the benefi t of the doubt 
however, and to my surprise, the 
fi lm was somewhat enjoyable. 
One of the fi rst things that stood 
out to me was how exciting the 
fi lm was from start to fi nish.
Director D.J. Caruso did a  modest 
job of keeping the story fast paced 
and entertaining with good dialogue 
between characters and well-done 
action sequences.
For a fi lm released in February, 
the movie had some summer qual-
ity graphics and action sequences, 
featuring plenty of decent fi ght 
choreography and some impres-
sive creature design, such as the 
alien monsters that fi ght Smith.
The acting and dialogue were 
also somewhat compelling and 
even though it strode down the 
road of cliché at times, especially 
during the romance and high 
school sequences, it’ll keep you 
interested.
Alex Pettyfer, who plays Smith, 
did a good job overall. On the 
surface, he appeared like a new Rob-
ert Pattinson for the 
tween girls in the au-
dience to swoon over. 
However, he 
ended up displaying 
good acting charm 
and did well dur-
ing the fi lm’s action 
scenes.
The movie was not 
without its short com-
ings, however. 
There were a cou-
ple of cliché and dry 
sequences during the 
fi lm that didn’t en-
dear me much to the 
story.
For instance, I 
couldn’t believe they 
actually had the 
“person-walking-in-
slow-motion-away-
from-an-explosion” scene. It made 
me laugh out loud while I was 
watching.
The sequences during John’s 
time in high school featured the 
stereotypical “jock bully” charac-
ter who acts like a total  jerk to the 
main character and didn’t like 
it when he intruded on his girl, who 
of course fell for Smith.
Probably the silliest thing about 
the movie was the gross amount 
of product placement.
The fi rst time I saw a close-up 
of the Apple iPhone in the movie, 
I joked to myself that it wouldn’t 
happen again. After it came back 
only 10 minutes later, I started 
keeping a tally on how many times it 
was shown.
By the end of the movie I had 
seen a close-up of the iPhone 10 
times. I don’t even see an iPhone 
that many times in a week at school.
Despite all this, the fi lm was 
not a waste of time by any stretch, 
and I was surprised I enjoyed it 
as much as I did.
I wouldn’t go rushing out to see 
it in theaters — you might be bet-
ter off renting it when it comes out, 
but it’s still worth a watch none-
theless.
Wesley Dugle
Staff Writer
Action-packed ‘I Am Number Four’ exceeds expectations
Photo Courtesy: Allmoviephoto.com 
Alex Pettyfer stars as the main character John Smith, an alien with special abilites taking refuge on Earth. 
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CLASSIFIED 
AD RATE INFORMATION 
Place your ad online at: 
www.spartandaily.com
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday        1:30p.m. -  4:15p.m.
Deadline:
10 a.m., 2 weekdays prior to 
publication date.
Rates:
One classified, 20 words $5.50  
Each additional word $0.39
Center entire ad  $1.00
Bold first five words  $0.50
Rates are consecutive days only. All ads are 
prepaid. No refunds on cancelled ads.
Frequency Discounts:
4-15 classifieds 15%off
16-31 classifieds 30%off
32+ classifieds 45%off
Discounts apply to the original base rate, plus 
the cost of extras.
SJSU Student Rate:
Free! Discount applies to student’s 
individual ad only. Not intended for 
businesses and/or other persons. 
Order must be placed in person. 
SJSU ID REQUIRED.
Classifications:
Opportunities                     
Wanted                             
Roommate                          
Volunteers                
Announcements 
For Rent                           
Employment
For Sale                                    
Services
Events
Online Classified Ads:
Placing an ad online provides you 
with the opportunity to post your ad 
on other college web sites. You may 
also include up to 4 images for your 
online ad.
15 days $25.00
Contact us at:
408.924.3270
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DISCLAIMER
Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised nor is there any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of Spartan Daily consist of paid 
advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns 
may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or 
addresses for additional information.  Classified readers 
should be reminded that, when making these further 
contacts, they should require complete information 
before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, 
readers should carefully investigate all firms offering 
employment listings or coupons for discount vacations 
or merchandise. 
Place your ads ONLINE 
through Campus Ave:
www.campusave.com
Just click the Spartan Daily 
link and post your ads to the 
college classifieds network!
Want to place an 
ad in Spartan Daily 
CLASSIFIEDS?
WANTED
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month.
Give the gift of family through 
California Cryobank’s donor program
Apply online:
SPERMBANK.com
HOUSING
2 BDRM, 1 BA APT walk to SJSU 
$1200/mo & $600/dep. 
Off street parking & coin laundry 
408-504-1584
****************************************
ARE YOU READY TO CUT
THROUGH THE CROWD?
To stand out?
To show the “real world”
what you’re made of?
****************************************
Working with VECTOR can offer
you REAL pay, flexibility, and
opportunities for advancement.
No cubicle, no copy machine.
Just the chance to earn professional
experience in a rewarding 
environment
that offers you the flexibility you need
and the responsibility you deserve.
****************************************
CALL 866-1100 9 am - 5 pm
www.workforstudents.com/sjsu
****************************************
EMPLOYMENT
“ ... the fi lm was 
not a waste of 
time by any 
stretch and I was 
suprised I 
enjoyed it as 
much as I did.”
Photo Courtesy: Allmovephoto.com
Dianna Agron plays the character of Sarah, Smith’s love interest. 
John Doe needed to 
complete an internship to 
graduate last summer. 
Knowing that the SJSU 
internship policy requires 
a 240-hour internship, he 
chose to quit his job.
Knowing that he was 
probably not going to find 
a paid internship, Doe 
saved up enough money 
to pay his rent for three 
months. 
Little did he know, 
he had to pay the school 
more than $1,000 to take 
the course.
This scenario has be-
come a reality for many 
students at SJSU.
According to an article 
in the New York Times, 50 
percent of college gradu-
ates had to do an intern-
ship to earn a degree, up 
from 17 percent in 1992.
Companies are taking 
advantage of the system 
by offering unpaid intern-
ships, especially during 
the current economic cri-
sis.
But the Labor Depart-
ment is trying to save the 
day.
“If you’re a for-profit 
employer or you want 
to pursue an internship 
with a for-profit employ-
er, there aren’t going to 
be many circumstances 
where you can have an in-
ternship and not be paid 
and still be in compliance 
with the law,” Nancy Lep-
pink, the acting director 
of the department’s wage 
and hour division, was 
quoted as having said in 
the New York Times ar-
ticle.
Leppink’s words aren’t 
being taken 
into effect at 
SJSU. 
Most of my 
friends have 
worked un-
paid intern-
ships to grad-
uate.
In fairness, 
my internship 
adviser did ask 
me if I was OK 
with working 
for free. 
He put the 
onus on me to 
make a deci-
sion whether 
I wanted to 
fight the com-
pany, and I decided not to 
fight.
Therein lies the prob-
lem — I shouldn’t have to 
fight to get paid for doing 
work. 
The United States has 
long been known for im-
proving its labor laws. 
For some reason, this 
country has been slow to 
end the cycle of college 
students working like 
slaves.
According to the New 
York Times article, com-
panies that made its un-
paid interns do unskilled 
work in a non-academic 
environment are clearly 
against the law.
In other words, if all 
your employer made you 
do was coffee runs for 
three months and you 
were unpaid, you could 
potentially have a valid 
lawsuit against the com-
pany.
Even for those compa-
nies that do provide an 
academic environment for 
its interns, it’s still any-
thing but fair that you 
contribute to the success 
of its business and get no 
funds in return.
I realize that getting 
experience in your career 
field is often unmatched 
by any class or lab. 
Making college stu-
dents do an internship 
before graduating makes 
sense in that regard.
For many, the intern-
ship eliminated 
a potential em-
ployer so the 
company could 
have someone 
do the work for 
free.
Part of free-
dom is not be-
ing forced to do 
things for free. 
Having to 
work for noth-
ing, let alone 
having to pay 
the university 
to receive credit 
for the intern-
ship, goes di-
rectly against 
American work 
force ethics.
College students already 
jump through enough 
hoops to pay for their 
education, and not get-
ting paid for an internship 
shouldn’t be one of them.
It’s time to put the onus 
on companies to act ethi-
cally and pay interns for 
the work they do.
Last week, I bought fi ve boxes of Girl Scout 
cookies for no reason at all.
All it took to get me to buy was a disarmingly 
charming photo of the merchant-child (present-
ed through her middleman) and the mere sug-
gestion of having sweet treats in my future.
It only took fi ve minutes before I rattled 
off an order for a box each of Samoas, Dulce 
de Leche caramel cookies and Thank U Berry 
Munch, with two boxes of Thin Mints.
My order arrived and, despite having had 
a weekend to reconsider my order, I plunked 
down a $20 bill for my purchase.
As of writing this paragraph, I just stuffed a 
Thin Mint into my mouth.
And I just chewed and swallowed it.
I’m sure the money I spent is going to a good cause, but as I 
bask in the afterglow of my orgiastic junk food repast, I cannot 
care less.
 Hm, there goes another Thin Mint.
Oh, I am such a glutton.
Well, more specifi cally, a gourmand — it 
means the same thing, but without the sinful 
connotation.
I enjoy food and drink, and have con-
sumed both to levels that leave me holding 
my stomach and bemoaning my lack of self 
control, all while making empty promises to 
stop myself before reaching that point again.
“Oh God, why did I eat all of that?” and 
“Why did I have seconds?” are my most com-
monly voiced regrets.
“Never again” and “This stuff is terrible” 
are also common lamentations, usually spo-
ken between bites of whatever meal is con-
suming me at the time, especially fast food.
I admit my weakness freely, with no reser-
vations — except for restaurant reservations.
Still, I am not completely unfazed by the fact that in 2009, the 
Centers for Disease Control reported that about 36 percent of 
Californians were considered overweight and 
about 25 percent were obese.
The CDC defi nes “overweight” and “obese” 
using scores on the Body Mass Index, which 
uses height and weight to calculate an index 
number — a person with a BMI between 25 
and 29.9 is considered overweight and a BMI of 
30 or more is obese.
No, I’m not telling you my actual BMI — 
just know that I wasn’t happy with myself for 
a very long time, and there are days when I’m 
still not.
While I don’t get to exercise as much as I or 
my doctor would like, I have no problem ex-
erting myself in physical activity, but I tend to 
take breaks more often and I complain more — 
only because I like to complain.
I’ve never bothered with diets.
I’m not here to offer my own tale of pity 
and self-loathing, and I’m in no position to 
offer advice.
All I can say is that moderation truly 
is the key, and I think I’ve found a happy 
place.
Yes, it’s a terrible weight loss strategy, but 
I’m OK with that.
I’m not averse to indulging my vices — 
the combined fl avors of salt and grease have 
a special place in my heart (down near the 
right ventricle, I think), I enjoy the thrifty 
convenience offered by the likes of McDon-
ald’s and Panda Express and I will almost 
never say no to something sweet.
And now that I’m done, I can push away 
from my desk, close my laptop and walk 
away from the cookies.
Well, maybe after one more.
 
 “Rated R” is a biweekley column appearing on Thursdays. 
Ryan Fernandez is the Spartan Daily Managing Editor.
Fifteen minutes.
That’s how much sleep I got be-
tween the day before and today, 
as I received a message at 1 a.m. 
about something that happened to 
a friend whom I care about great-
ly.
Depression, something that 
definitely resided in me, but some-
thing I had also managed to subdue 
all this time, finally took control 
of me as I became consumed by it.
My room was dark, but it didn’t 
matter as past memories contin-
ued to flash, forcing my mind to 
remember all our events together 
which eventually possessed me.
I thought of new scenarios, re-
thought my faults and errors and 
tried desperately to go over my 
incorrect or hesitated actions, or 
thinking of some memories un-
related just to try and not think 
about my friend.
Eventually, I remembered pick-
ing up an X-Acto blade the day be-
fore when I was looking for a pen, 
and I quickly changed thoughts 
before my mind could path further 
and maybe, just maybe, convince 
myself of doing something with 
it.
I ached, a feeling I couldn’t get 
rid of no matter how much I tried 
to get comfortable. I continued to 
toss and turn as the pain only in-
tensified.
I got up early for school hoping 
the extra long shower I would take 
would help.
Nothing helped.
On the way to school, it just felt 
I was holding my breath the entire 
way, by the time I got there, suffo-
cation almost felt natural.
I had an exam to take, but my 
mind definitely 
wasn’t in the right 
place, and I thought 
I would try to ask 
to make it up on an-
other day, already 
accepting to take it 
and fail if my pro-
fessor refused my re-
quest.
“You can make it 
up, if you get a note 
from someone such 
as a doctor or coun-
selor,” my professor 
said.
I had never seen a 
counselor before on 
campus for personal 
reasons, but at this point, I decid-
ed I would be willing to try it to 
escape my dark room.
When I got to the counselor’s 
office, I needed to fill out infor-
mation about reasons for my visit.
Anxiety, depression, fear of 
hurting others, hesitating to act 
in large social groups, hurting my-
self, loneliness and stress were all 
check marked, making me think I 
should have sought help sooner.
My counselor was very sup-
portive, understanding and caring 
about what I had to say as we talk-
ed about my friend.
I felt comfortable, being able to 
talk about me being blinded by my 
rage on occasions, and looking for 
outlets for my frustration.
Punching concrete walls or 
grinding my knuckles against them 
in order to hurt myself, while caus-
ing as little damage to the struc-
ture was namely my priority. That 
would be my normal 
way of expressing my 
anger and sadness.
At that point I 
thought the physi-
cal pain was insig-
nificant compared 
to what I was feeling 
emotionally.
Now we’re work-
ing toward finding a 
way to stop me from 
destroying myself.
I’ve resolved to 
committing myself 
to future sessions 
and I highly recom-
mend for everybody 
to see a counselor if 
you’re feeling helpless.
They’re willing to lend an ear 
and work with you, and I know 
I’ve taken my first step toward the 
door that will let me escape from 
my dark room.
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Saving what is left of meThe new slavery: 
Unpaid 
internships
I think I’ll have just one more cookie
“For some 
reason, this 
country has 
been slow to 
end the cycle 
of college 
students 
working like 
slaves.”
“My counselor 
was very 
supportive, 
understanding 
and caring about 
what I had to 
say as we talked 
about my friend.”
“I enjoy food and 
drink, and have 
consumed both to 
levels that leave me 
holding my stomach 
and bemoaning my 
lack of self 
control ...”
Another music venue is shutting down in 
San Jose. 
After 11 years of operation, VooDoo 
Lounge is closing up shop under the threat 
of increased rent costs, inherited code issues 
and a lackluster local economy.
“It’s unfortunate that our current landlord 
was unwilling to work on lease terms that 
would have kept our doors open during this 
most diffi cult economic climate,” owner Dave 
Powell stated in a news release. 
“While we are closing, we are closing on our 
terms,” he stated, and the venue has remained 
booked through to the last day of operation.
VooDoo Lounge has seen many na-
tional acts grace its stage, 
from indie rockers Ok Go 
to hip hop artists such 
as Mary J. Blige and Mos Def, 
and punk bands like The 
Dwarves. 
It’s even hosted metal, al-
ternative and country artists.
Club general manager Matt 
Crudo said keeping things 
fresh was an important part 
of the venue’s strategy.
“We tried to bring the best 
entertainment possible to 
multiple demographics,” he 
said. “We wanted to be as di-
verse as possible.”
Local promoter Mike Beard 
of Man Down Productions 
was active with VooDoo and 
said he will miss it.
“We had some great shows 
there over the years, and I 
tried to do my part in keep-
ing the place going,” he said. 
“It saddens me to see another 
great live music place for the 
bands, fans and music lovers close again.”
The loss is even more pronounced for lo-
cal musicians such as hip hop act Projekt 
S.E.E.R., which played there Sunday. 
“There are not a lot of venues out here in 
San Jose to begin with,” said Peter Hammersley, 
a Projekt S.E.E.R. group member. “This is one 
of the things we hate. This is the cultural 
recession.”
For bands starting to accrue some momen-
tum, as well as for middle-sized acts, VooDoo 
Lounge offered a good place to play in the 
South Bay.
“On the low-end, for people of our stature 
in the same vein of music, VooDoo Lounge is 
the stop,” Hammersley said. “Once VooDoo 
Lounge is gone, San Jose might get crossed off 
the tour.”
With a capacity of several hundred peo-
ple and boasting a large stage set up much 
higher than those in many other local clubs, 
VooDoo Lounge had its appeal for local musi-
cians.
Mark Heaps of San Jose rock band Point 3 
played there many times over the last decade. 
Point 3 was active locally and toured na-
tionally after forming more than 10 years ago, 
garnering label attention from Roadrunner 
Records and putting out several studio 
albums.
 “I always enjoyed playing (at VooDoo) over 
the years,” he said. “The stage made you feel 
like a rock star because people had to break 
their necks to look up at you.”
The place had its ups and downs over the 
club’s tenure, even from night to night.
Last year, a reunion show featuring local 
legacy acts packed the lounge to the point 
that people waited outside, hoping to get 
into the sold-out show. Salmon, Tribal Disco 
Noise, Insolence and Los 
Bastardos de Amor rocked 
the place at a Man Down 
Production event until the 
police gave the shutdown 
notice before 2 a.m.
On other nights, the club 
was lucky to draw 20 peo-
ple. The nature of doing live 
music means that it can be un-
predictable. 
Like the aspirations of 
bands themselves, clubs hope 
to make it and ride out bad 
times.
“It’s a shame to see it go,” 
Heaps said after looking back 
at the potential of the club.
He added that parking was 
an issue, as was having the 
sound system adjusted prop-
erly between genre acts.
“It had all the potential to 
be a great venue for national 
touring acts, but it never 
seemed to have consistent 
bookings of that level,” he 
said. “With an inhouse booking person who 
sought out national acts for locals  to play with, 
that venue could have been the prime loca-
tion in downtown San Jose.
“The scale of that venue really called for a 
national scale of thinking. like the Edge in 
Palo Alto used to be or the Cactus Club,” he 
said.
Erik Melland, also of Projekt S.E.E.R, 
echoed the sentiment that the closing re-
minded local music fans of the Cactus Club’s 
demise.
“We’re a little disappointed that it’s going 
to close down, but we really enjoyed the spot,” 
he said. “It’s sad because we lost The Cactus 
Club a long time ago, and we’re going to lose 
the VooDoo Lounge.”
The Cactus Club was occasionally a heavy 
hitter when it was open between 1988 and 
2002. 
Bands routinely hit it on their way 
up, including national acts A Perfect Circle 
and Sepultura.
General manager Crudo said all-ages ven-
ues are a keystone for long-term success for 
music in the Bay Area, and cited the Cactus 
Club as important forebears.
“If there were more all-ages venues, that 
would be a big plus for the scene,” he said. 
“There would be more support from the 
youth.” 
He noted that there are a few, including 
Avalon and Homestead Lanes, but that there 
aren’t enough in the area to help get young 
people accustomed to supporting local live 
music.
“We have more than a million-plus people 
here, and we’d like to see a lot more support 
for the music scene,” he said.
In addition to the erratic attendance and 
high rent, there was a zoning issue the club 
inherited from the previous owners. 
The Mercury News reported that the so-
called “Green Room,” a backstage area for 
bands, wasn’t up to code and that getting it 
up to snuff was going to be an added cost 
that no one wanted to cover.
Whatever the reason, it’s apparent that 
the loss of yet another venue is a bitter pill to 
swallow for local musicians and music enthu-
siasts. 
Over the last few years, Mission Ale 
House, The Venuz and Johnny V’s closed, al-
though Johnny V’s did fi nally reopen last year.
That VooDoo Lounge weathered 11 years 
in San Jose is a testament to its staying 
power.
“When you consider that most nightclubs 
only last two years, we’re proud of all we’ve 
accomplished at VooDoo,” owner Powell 
said, “and (we) have no regrets!” 
VooDoo will offi cially close its doors this 
Saturday.
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“When you consid-
er that most night-
clubs only last two 
years, we’re proud 
of all we’ve accom-
plished at VooDoo 
and (we) have no 
regrets!”
Dave Powell
Owner
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Andy Slipka of Tribal Disco Noise was one of many artists to rock the VooDoo Lounge.
VooDoo Lounge bows out gracefully after 11-year run
Matt Young
Staff Writer
Photo: Matt Young / Spartan Daily
The VooDoo Lounge, located on South Second Street, has been the host of several live music 
performances. 
VooDoo Lounge
14 South Second Street 
Downtown San Jose 
Phone: (408) 286-8636
Closing Weekend Events: 
02/24: Sean Blakk Album Release
   Live hip hop, 9 p.m. - $10
02/25: Black Milk, featuring Sub Ren, Don 
Lacy and The Bangerz
   Live hip hop, 9 p.m. - $10
02/26: Closing night - 5 FINEST
            Club/Dance, 10 p.m. - $10
